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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 SOFIA 1380 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PROP, UR, BU, CSCE 

SUBJECT: ZHIVKOV WAS NOT SPEAKING ONLY FOR BULGARIA IN BERLIN 
REF: A) BERLIN 6163; B) MOSCOW 10438 

1 . SUMMARY: IN THE GENERAL CONGRATULATIONS ABOUT THE LOOSENING 
OF MOSCOW'S REINS OVER COMMUNIST PARTIES AS CONFIRMED BY THE 
ECPC, THE HARD-LINING SPEECH BY ZHIVKOV MAY SEEM A HETERO- 
GENEOUS ELEMENT OF MARGINAL IMPORTANCE. WE DO NOT THINK HE 
COULD HAVE MADE THAT SPEECH WITHOUT SOVIET ENCOURAGEMENT 
OR AT LEAST CLEARANCE. HIS REMARKS ABOUT PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 
FURTHERING REVOLUTION, ABOUT THE ROLE OF SOVIET POWER IN THE 
FORTUNES OF WESTERN COMMUNIST PARTIES, AND ABOUT PROLETARIAN 
INTERNATIONALISM THUS DESERVE ATTENTION. WE RECOMMEND 
FOCUS ON TWO OF HIS STATEMENTS, ONE IS OLVIFX HIS UN- 
SUBSTANTIATED CHARGE AGAINST NATO ACTIVITIES IN THE 
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BALKANS, FOR POSSIBLE US AND WESTERN REACTION. END 
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SUMMARY. 

2. WHILE WE COULD HARDLY CLAIM THAT ZHIVKOV'S STATEMENTS 
AT THE ECPC PROVIDE THE KEY TO TRUE SOVIET FEELINGS ABOUT 
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM, "INEXORABLE LAWS OF MARX- 
ISM-LENINISM ", AND THE QUESTION OF A PARTY CENTER, IT IS 
NOTEWORTHY THAT IT WAS LEFT TO THIS STAUNCHEST OF SOVIET 
HENCHMEN TO EXPOUND THE OLD-TIME RELIGION - AND THAT HIS 
SPEECH FILLED THE PLACE OF HONOR (I.E. ACROSS FROM THAT OF 
LEONID ILLY'ICH) IN PRAVDA. THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT 
ZHIVKOV WAS ENCOURAGED TO MAKE PRECISELY THE KIND OF 
SPEECH HE MADE. AT THE VERY LEAST HE MADE WFIU T R CAREFUL 


CLEARANCE WITH MOSCOW. 

3. IN LIGHT OF HIS LIKELY ASSIGNED ROLE, IT SEEMS TO 

US USEFUL TO SPEND A BIT MORE TIME THAN ONE USUALLY WOULD 
IN EXAMINING ZHIVKOV'S REMARKS, AND MANY OF THE NOTES 
STRUCK ARE INDEED INTERESTING. HIS THOUGHTS ON THE MOVE- 
MENT'S EXTERNAL RELATIONS ARE FAIRLY STANDARD, BUT WORTH 
RECALLING NEVERTHELESS BECAUSE THEY DEMONSTRATE - AMIDST 
THE GENERAL EUPHORIA IN THE WEST - THAT THE BASIC POLICY 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IS NOT REALLY 
CHANGED. THUS PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE IS SEEN AS SERVING 
THE "DEVELOPMENT AND DEEPENING OF THE WORLD REVOLUTIONARY 
PROCESS AND IS THE ABSOLUTE ANTITHESIS OF IDEOLOGICAL 
COMPROMISE. TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY ("ALL-ROUND HELP 
TO THE DRIVE FOR DEMOCRACY AND SOCIALISM") ARE TO BE 
SEIZED AS THEY PRESENT THEMSELVES. IN SHORT, PEACEFUL 
COEXISTENCE IS A GREEN LIGHT FOR THE EXPORT OF REVOLUTION. 
MEANWHILE NATO AND THE MAOISTS CONTINUE TO STIR UP 
PLOTS IN THE BALKANS AND ELSEWHERE AND MUST BE FOILED. 

4. ZHIVKOV'S DICTA ON THE INTERNAL SITUATION WITHIN 

THE MOVEMENT ARE MORE INTERESTING STILL. HE BEGINS THIS 
SECTION BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT A NEW CLIMATE HAS BEEN 
ESTABLISHED AS "THE RESULT OF ACTION OF DIFFERENT DEMO- 
CRATIC FORCES AND MOVEMENTS," AND GOES ON TO EXPRESS 
APPRECIATION OF THE GAINS MADE "THROUGH ACTIVE AND SELF- 
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LESS STRUGGLE" BY THE WESTERN CPS. THEN HE DRIVES HOME 
THE LESSON: "THIS SUCCESS IS DUE PRIMARILY TO THE MIGHT 
OF THE REAL SOCIALISM (SIC) OF THE WARSAW PACT ORGANIZA- 
TION, THE FORCE WHICH RESTRAINS THE SECRET ASPIRATIONS 
OF IMPERIALISM." THAT IS TO SAY, BERLINGUER, MARCHAIS 
AND OTHERS WOULD HAVE GOTTEN NOWHERE WERE THERE NOT 
AN AUTHENTIC AND POWERFUL SOCIALIST BASE IN EASTERN 
EUROPE. THE THOUGHT IS INTERESTING AND NOVEL, AND READ 
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TOGETHER WITH ZHIVKOV'S SLASHING ATTACK ON THE US FOR 
ATTEMPTING TO INTERFERE WITH INTERNAL POLITICAL 
PROCESSES, SEEMS TO MEAN THAT BUT FOR THE POWER OF THE 
ORTHODOX IN EASTERN EUROPE, THE US AND ITS "REACTIONARY 
TOOLS" WOULD HAVE ATTEMPTED TO OUTLAW AND EXTIRPATE 
THE COMMUNISTS IN THE WEST. 

NOTE BY OC/T: TEXT AS RECEIVED. 
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5. UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, CONTINUES ZHIVKOV, THE 
LEADERS OF THE WESTERN CP'S MUST REALIZE THAT THEY COMMIT 
"A CRIME AGAINST THE PEOPLE” (I.E. TREASON TO THE MOVE- 
MENT) WHEN THEY ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH "ANTI-SOVIET- 
ISM" (AS THE BRITISH PARTY, FOR EXAMPLE, RECENTLY DID 
IN VOICING MEASURED DISAPPROVAL OF SOVIET PRISON CAMPS). 
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM STILL LIVES, AND IT MEANS 
THAT WHEN "DIFFERENCES ARISE AMONG THE FRATERNAL 
PARTIES.. ..THESE DIFFERENCES ARE TO BE CONSIDERED IN A 
COMRADELY MANNER”, WITHOUT PUBLIC WASHING OF DIRTY LINEN. 
AND WHILE PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM "DOES NOT MEAN 
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BELITTLING THE PRINCIPLES OF INDEPENDENCE AND EQUALITY 
OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOCIALIST COUNTRIES OR PARTIES", 

EQUALITY, IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD, "DOES NOT CONSIST ONLY 
OF THEIR EQUAL AND SOVEREIGN RIGHTS BUT ALSO OF EQUALITY 
OF INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS." 

6. IT SEEMS TO US THAT TWO THEMES IN THE ZHIVKOV SPEECH 
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DESERVE TO BE ADDRESSED MORE SPECIFICALLY BY THE US AND 
ITS ALLIES. ONE IS GENERAL AND ONE QUITE SPECIFIC. 

(A) HIS "HARD-DRIVING" STATEMENT THAT THERE CAN BE NO 
IDEOLOGICAL COEXISTENCE AND THAT THOSE IN THE WEST WHO CALL FOR A 
TRUCE ON THAT FRONT WOULD "SOFTEN THE CLASS STRUGGLE, 

FREEZE THE SOCIO-POLITICAL STATUS QUO." TO THIS IT 
COULD BE REPLIED THAT NOT ONLY DO WE NOT ADVOCATE 
THE FREEZING OF THE SOCIO-POLITICAL STATUS QUO BUT 
THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, WE CONSIDER THAT NO COUNTRY IS 
EXEMPT FROM THE DIALECTICAL PROCESSES OF HISTORY, NOT 

EVEN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. (B) HIS CLAIM THAT "NATO 
(AND THE MAOISTS) ARE TRYING TO STIR UP AND 
USE TO THEIR INTERESTS THE EXISTING DIFFERENCES AMONG THE 
COUNTRIES" OF THE BALKANS. 

7. IN MAKING THE LATTER STATEMENT, ZHIVKOV WAS CLEARLY 
SPEAKING OF RELATIONS BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS AND NOT RELA- 
TIONS BETWEEN PARTIES; AND ALTHOUGH HE ATTENDED THE 
CONFERENCE IN HIS CAPITY AS PARTY CHIEF, IT WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE FOR THE US AND AT LEAST SOME OF ITS NATO 
ALLIES TO INQUIRE POINTEDLY WHAT HE MEANT BY THIS 
CHARGE. THIS IS OF COURSE NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT THE 
BULGARIANS HAVE MADE TOTALLY UNSUBSTANTIATED ACCUSA- 
TIONS ABOUT NATO ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA (THE PRESS HERE 
DID THE SAME, USUALLY REFERRING TO "NATO CIRCLES", 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE CYPRUS CRISIS). BUT IN THIS 

INSTANCE, ZHIVKOV WAS SPEAKING TO AN INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE; 

AND SINCE HE IS NOT ONLY A PARTY LEADER BUT ALSO HEAD 
OF STATE, SUCH UNFOUNDED ACCUSATIONS SHOULD NOT 
BE IGNORED. 

HERZ 
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